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It will be well to take up these apocalyptic figures, that we
may see what is the general conception of retribution that
Zarathushtra sets forth by their use. The Fire and the Molten
Metal are specially concerned with the general judgement. As
in Christian eschatology, from the very nature of the subject,
it is often impossible to isolate imagery attaching to the End
from that pertaining to the individual's destiny. The most
conspicuous and picturesque feature in the vision of individual
judgement is the Bridge. Much mythological embellishment
is found in later Parsi eschatology, and was very probably a
survival from Aryan antiquity, in which the idea of a Bridge
of Souls was conspicuous.1 The Bridge may have been sug-
gested by the rainbow or the Milky Way. It was said to rest
upon Mount Alburz, and to span the abyss of Hell, its farther
end reaching to Paradise. Its most striking characteristic was
its expanding into a broad causeway when the righteous passed
over, and shrinking into a razors edge for the wicked, so that
they fell down from it into the bottomless pit below. There
is an adaptation of this in the Moslem Al Sirat's Arch. It
is not found in the Gathas, and the absence is significant.
Probably the idea tasted too much of magic for Zarathushtra.
He keeps the Bridge, but he gives it a new name, which bears
his own unmistakable sign-manual. It is now the Bridge of
the Separator (Cinvatop^rhit). The ' Separation' between the
good and the bad is done in fact before the Bridge is passed.
Who is the Cinvantt The answer is what we should expect.
In Ys. 4617 the Prophet promises his son-in-law Jamaspa to
recount his wrongs in Paradise,

before him who shall separate the wise and the unwise through Right,
his prudent counseller, even Mazdah Ahura.

He is to act himself as his people's advocate at the Judgement,
and he is himself to be their guide across the Bridge:

Those whom I impel to your adoration, with all these will I cross the
Bridge of the Separator.    (Ys. 4610.)

1 See p. 104.
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